The course will examine political ideas in the United States, concentrating on constitutionalism, individualism, and diversity. These large ideas may be of importance not just in theories but in practice as well; the course will do what it can to trace ideas not just in texts but also in practice.
Howard Zinn, A People's History of the United States ~ew York: Harper & Row, 1980) STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES Class will combine some lecture with as much discussion as feasible. Students should know, however, that class cannot completely "cover" the assigned reading. You should accordingly plan systematically and habitually to read and re-read and think about what you have read, so that you can take part in shaping our discussions in class. It is strongly recommended that you make a practice of discussing what you have read with other members of the class. If you find you do not understand what you read, or if you just want to talk about it, it is your responsibility to raise questions, and questions are welcome.
Academic Honesty. All of the work you do in this course is expected to be your own. Absolutely no cheating or plagiarism (using someone else's words or ideas without proper attribution) will be tolerated. Any cases of cheating or plagiarism will be handled according to university policy and, when appropriate, reported to the university Committee on Academic Misconduct.
DISABILITY:
_____________ Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disabilities Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.
EXAMS AND GRADES
In addition to studying the assigned texts and participating in class discussion, each student will take two exams, and write an essay. The Midterm Exam will be on Monday, 8 May, and the Final at 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 14 March (the regularly scheduled time). As a first approximation, each exam will count one third (33 1/3%) of the grade for the course. The essay will also count one third (33 1/3%).
The mid-term and final examinations will assess the work students have done with the assigned reading as interpreted in class. Answers are expected to show a good grasp of the text, insight into its meaning, and a grasp of its relevance to issues in political theory. Careful and REGULAR reading is an absolute prerequisite, but you must also THINK about what you have read. Daily activities in class will help with interpretation, as will further conversation with other members of the class. Do not count on last minute cramming. If you do the reading before each class and think about it, the exams will be easy; if you do not, expect to find them difficult.
At instructor's discretion, the grade for the course may also reflect the quality of your contributions to class discussion. The grade will be raised if your participation in class warrants. And it will be lowered if you do not regularly attend class, having completed the assigned reading.
ESSAY
The essay should run five to ten pages long, and is due at time of the final examination.
Pol. Sci. 573,Winter 2001, page 2 ESSAY TOPIC: Draw on the course, both reading and class, in writing an essay on what it means to be an American (U.S. citizen). Pay attention, in your essay, to issues raised in the following quote:
Years ago it was more or less clear what it meant to 'to be an American.' Now, who has any idea at all? Indeed, paradoxically, the very question seems now to be somewhat unAmerican.
The eagerness to think of ourselves as one people provided a kind of spiritual underpinning to . powerful forces for social change.... Now, the dream of homogeneity lies shattered. We no longer aspire to it as a people.
We are less innocent, vastly less trusting --and unable, at least so far, to find a way to bring out of our current infatuation with confrontation and differences any kind of vision of harmony and wholeness.
--Paul Goldberger, chief cultural correspondent of The New York Times, quoted in The Columbus Disi,atch, December 14, 1994, p. El.
If you prefer, with permission of instructor, you may select another essay topic. 225-232, 254-258, 355-365. 
